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MARRIAGE- STATE, &c. 


=) J PIN CE Viſion and Prophecy are 


ſealed up, and no Man has Li- 
18 to add any Thing to the 
þ Words of the Book of the Re- 


velation of Jeſus Cbrift; all Dreams, 
Omens, Signs, Tokens, pretended Viſions, 
and Revelations, or any kind of Prognoſ- 


tications whatſoever, and Obſervations 


upon them, are to be eſteemed nothing at 
all but Deluſions of the Devil; whereby 
the Prince of Darkneſs deceives weak 


Minds, who are fecking more after the 
| Chaff than the Wheat. 


4 But 


3 
| 
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But tho' the moſt High God ſeverely 
reproves all ſuch as ne to Predictions 
or Knowledge of Secrets, by Interpreta- 
tions of Dreams; yet as Men dream, 


they may lawfully tell their Dreams to 


one another, without any Deſign to de- 


ceive by them. I ſhall therefore take 


LO to relate the following one. 


1 fancied myſelf travelling in the Eaſt- 
ern Parts of the World; and, at laſt, 
coming to the City of Old Babylon, where 


I was much amuſed in viewing the Curi- 
oſities of the Place, as the Tower, the 
Wall, the Gates, the Streets, the Palace, 

the River, the Images in the Plain of 
Dura, Sc. I obſerved the City, and it 
appeared in different Views. In one Part 
the People were entirely taken up in Re- 
vellings, Feaſtings, Diverſions, ſplendid 


Appearances, and enjoying themſelves. In 
the other Part they were more reſerved, 
and were much taken up in a demure 
Dreſs and Behayiour ; in the Decency of 
their Houſes and Streets, and in the Re- 


5 gu larity of their Towers and Fortifica- 


tions, Se. But without any ppt | 
of 
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5 3 
of Dangers, Alarms, or Moleſtations, hey | 
ſeemed all entirely at Eaſe. | 


Howbeit, when I had almoſt th 
myſelf with gazing at the particular 
Shows; I thought to take a Proſpect of 
the whole City together. So I walk'd to 
a riſing Ground belonging to it, but a little 
retired from the Croud ; where I ſaw a 
Booth, which I took to be built on purpoſe 


for the Conveniency of taking Proſpects, 


and I went directly to it; and at the Door 


I ſaw an old Man, of whom I enquir'd 
if he had ever a Proſpect-Glaſs, whereby 


I might be favour'd with a full View of 


that royal City, which I ſuppoſed to be 


the Metropolis of the World. He told me 


if I pleaſed to take a deliberate Obſerva- 


tion, I might perhaps have different Ap- 
prehenſions of that ſplendid City, than I 

had at preſent, For he aſſured me it was 
ſo full of inteſtine Perplexity, cauſed by 
Envy, Malice, Exceſs, and Corruption, 
that the Inhabitants had no real Satisfac- 
tion in themſelves; and it was only by 
thoſe Extravagancies and Amuſements 

which I had ſeen, they kept themſelves 


from perpetual Diſtraction, He then 


fetch'd 


F 
fetch d out his Proſpective, and told me if 
I pleas'd he would ſhew me the Situation 
of the Place; whereby I might be con- 
vinc'd that its Condition was not ſo 
happy, nor its Glory ſo majeſtick as I 
imagined, So I took a diſtinct View on 1 
the South Side; and the Foundation of | 
the Place appeared to be built upon no- 
thing but Bogs and Quick-ſands, which 
z could not poſſibly ſuſtain the Buildings; 
x but ere long they muſt inevitably ſink. 
E- I again took a View on the North Side 
and I found the Foundation was all 
| bituminous and ſulphurous Matter, in- 
terſpers d with ſubterraneous Fire, which 
appeared ready in a Moment to break 
forth into Flames. He then bid me look 
to the Eaſt; and I ſaw a very formidable 
Army approachiog the City, with full 
Power and Commiſſion to deſtroy it; 
and they ſpread themſelves around whh 
Fury, like the roaring of the Sea. And 
there was a Trembling upon all the Hills, 
the Rivers, the Trecs, and all the Fields | 
round about; but all the Inhabitants of 1 
the City continued in a Stupefaction. 
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When I had beheld and deliberated on 


| theſe Things, it filled me with ſuch Aſto- 


niſhment as almoſt cauſed my Bowels to 


turn within me. Such was my Diſap- 


point ment, and the Horror that ſeized 
me, that I thought I was neither able to 
bear the Sight, nor fly from it, nor ſtand 


my Ground. And I aſked the old Man 
if I might lodge all Night in that Booth. 


But he told me it was not a Place for 


Lodging, nor would any Perſon in his 
right Mind think it ſafe to ſleep ſo near 
the City; but if I pleas'd, I might come 
in and reſt myſelf a little, And when 1 
enter d, I found four young Men very 
carefully peruſing a Map; ſeeming to 


make very particular Remarks, and dili- 
gent Obſervations, and would ſome times 


earneſtly enquire the old Man's Judgment, 
to inform them of the Meaning of ſome 
Things. Whereupon I enquired what 


Piece it was that ſo much attracted their 
Attention. They told me it was the Ma 


of Babylon and Canaan, with all the Roads 
between the two Places. And they having 
had a full Proſpect of the ſame Things 


which I had juſt now beheld; and being 


determined to leave their native Country, 


and 


F814 


N travel to We. latter Place, was the 


| Reaſon of their preſent Enquiries. And 
the old Man being a Native of Canaan, 
and acquainted with both Countries, as 


well as the Roads from one to the other, 
they frequently applied to him for In- 


ſtruction in Things difficult. 


Theſe four young Men appeared ſo like ; 
each other in their Apparel, their Speech, 
and Behaviour, as well as ſome of their 


Features, that I verily took them all to 
have been own brothers; and knew not 


any thing to the oats” until I became 
acquainted with a certain Perſon who had 
ſome Knowledge of the Places where 
they were born, and of the Regiſter- books. 
He informed me that two of them Were 
Sons of the Bond-Woman, but the other. 
2 08 Were Sons of the F ree-Woman. 


80 I obſerved them, and they all made 


Preparation with ſeeming vigorous Reſo- 


lution for their propoſed Journey. And 
amongſt other Conſultations with the old 

Man (their Inſtructor) they earneſtly cravd 
his Advice, whether it were expedient for 
each of them to take along with him a 
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Female Companion? Which he very 
chearfully encourag'd them to do, pro- 
vided they were ſuch as were diſpos'd to 
go the ſame Way, and had their Hearts 
engaged to ſeek the ſame Country along 
with them. But otherwiſe he admoniſhed 
them(by all Means) to avoid ſuch Com- 
panions as had no Knowledge of or De- 
light in the Way they deſigned to travel, 


He pointed out to them many Diffi- 
culties in the Way, where the Company 
of Strangers would be of very dangerous 
Conſequence ; told them the Need they 
would find of ſtrengthening and encour- 
aging in the Way, rather than hindering 
and diſcouraging ; and reaſon'd much 
upon the Evil that would attend (in many 
Reſpects) ſuch Companions as took no 

Delight inthe Way ; and compared it with 
the Advantages they might expect in the 
Company of ſuch as took Pleaſure, and 


wouldendeavour to animate them therein, 
He farther informed them in many In- 
ſtances, what bad Effects Travellers, who 
had formerly gone that Way, had found 
from diſagreeable Companions. And that 
(to prevent the like Inconveniences) the 
B King 


0 0: 4 
King of the Country had made a Law, 
that none of his Subjects ſhould join 
with Strangers to be Companions in that 
Journey. And therefore he earneſtly cau= 
tion'd (whatever they did) to be exceed- 
ing careful in their Choice. : 


Il waited to ſee what Influence this Ad- 
vice would have upon the Minds of theſe 
young Men. But I obſerv'd, that (at the 
firſt) none of them ſeem'd to reliſh his 
Counſel ; for they had all either con- 
tracted ſome Acquaintance with, or placed 
their Fancy upon Maids who were Na- 
tives of Babylon, to whom their Hearts 
were very inclinable. But the more they 
appeared engaged in their Affections, the 
more their Inſtructor inſiſted on the Dan- 
gers and pernicious Conſequences which 
were mot certain to attend their having 
ſuch Companions, And withal told them 
the King had appointed one to attend 
them in their Journey, whoſe Name was 
Se Denial; without whoſe Company it 
would be impoſſible ever to reach the 
Borders of Canaan. And that to chuſe a 
Stranger for a Companion, would be ſuch 
an Inſult to him (at the firſt ſetting out) 
as 


14 


as might cauſe Miſunderſtanding all the 


Way. For his Part, he told them, that 


to pretend to travel to Canaan, and to 
Chooſe a Babylonian for a Companion, 


was ſuch a Contradiction, that he could 


not but very much doubt the Sincerity of 
their Hearts. For if it was poſſible at all 
for a ſincere Traveller to chooſe ſuch a 
Companion; (as he would not be too bold 
in his Aſſertions) yet he was very certain 
it could not be ſo long as they continued 
in the right Uſe of their Reaſon. And he 


muſt diſcharge his Conſcience in giving 


them timely Admonition, &c. 


Tobſerved the Event of theſe Conſulta- 


ee and * found the ededt Boo of the. 


Bond-Woman could not be moved by all 


theſe Arguments. But reſolutely choſe 


one who was an utter Stranger to the 
Paths, nor had any Delight or Deſire 


thereto. And when he had covenanted 


with her, ſhe proved fo averſe to going 


along with him, and fo reluctant to his 


purſuing his intended Journey, that ſhe 


prevailed upon him to deſiſt from his 


Purpoſe, So he ſettled with her in 
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Babylon; and they were both there when 


the City was deſtroy'd, and periſhed to- 


gether i in the Ruins. 


But the younger Brother (Son of the 


8 Bond- Woman) took a little more Regard 


to the Counſel given him, and ſeemed 


more heedful in his Choice; and (in a 
ſlight Manner) ſought to get a Companion 
that would be willing to go along with 


him. So at laſt he met with one who 


appeared compliable to his Deſire, though 
ſhe had no Knowledge of the Way, nor 
any Deſiretoit, only it ſeemed a Matter in- 


different ; and therefore as he was inclined 


to undertake the Journey, ſhe would con- 
deſcend to compliment him with her 


Company, This pleaſed the young Man 


very well, as he thought he ſhould both 
5 gratify himſelf in the Choice of a Com- 


panion, and alſo act conformable to his 


Directions. But he did not conſider, that 
while her Mind was poſſeſs'd with ſuch 


Indifferency, her Company muſt needs be 
very unprofitable : However, they joined 


Hands. And ſhe (as good as her Word) 


complimented him with her Company; 
and they ſet out both together, as if they 


would 
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would proceed on the Journey. But her 
indifferent Mind ſoon prevailed ſo as to 
cool his warm Affections, and cauſed 


their Advances to be very flow. They 


would frequently fit down in the Shade, 

and ſometimes divert themſelves with Tri. 
Hes, and often turn aſide out of the Way,; 
which made their Progreſs very ſmall. 


And this manner of loitering prevailed 


more and more, until at laſt they came 
to a low Valley, bytheBrink of the River 


Eupbrates, where they turned afide and 


fell aſleep; and while they ſlept, there 
aroſe a Swell in the River, and the F lood 
_ ſwept them #4 away. 


As for the younger Son of the Free- 


Woman, when he had heard the Admo- 
nitions, they made ſome deep Impreſſions 


upon his Mind, and fill'd him with ſome 


aweful Apprehenſions. For he was con- 
vinced of the pernicious Conſequences, 


which would attend fuch Company, and 


appear d very ſolicitous to avoid them. 


But (how it was, I have now forgotten, 


whether before theſe Conſiderations, he 
had contracted a Correſpondence, and had 
not Reſolution to _ himſelf; or whe- 
ther 


— ———— — 
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ther afterwards, by Dalliance, and giving 
Latitude to his Fancy, he forgot himſelf) 

ſome Way or other, he prov'd to be en- 


tangled with a Daughter of the Chaldees; 


which betwixt the Inſtructions he had 
receiv'd, and his own unguarded Affecti- 


ons, caus'd ſome Strugglings in his Mind. 
For tho! the Perſon was of a complacent 


Diſpoſition ; and did not ſeem at all reluc- 


tant to the Things he had in View; yet he 
plainly perceiv'd, ſhe had no real Taſte to 
them; and that her innate Diſpoſition was 


more to Babylon than Canaan. She had 


never been convinced of the Miſery and 
Ruinapproaching her native Country; nor 
had ſhe ever been acquainted with the 


Pleaſures, and Delights of that Land which 
he was ſeeking aſter; nor had ſhe any 
Deſire to the Way. But his ſtrong Incli- 
nation ſtimulated him toreaſonupon every 
Thing in the moſt advantageous and pro- 
miſing Light; and to put the moſt favou- 

rable Conftruftion upon every Circum- 


ſtance, as thus ; © That her Complacence 


„ was ſuch, that ſhe would not be any 
64 Hinderance, or Maleſtation to him. 


* Thatby his Example, he might engage 
her Mind. to that which ſhe had no In- 


e clination 


1 3 . a” _ * 8 
et N N * 


: 2 r 
e e t e els 4251 5 


e ut, 


clination to at preſent. That thoſe En- 
ce gagements which he ſhould enter into 
* with her, were of another Nature; and 


ee might be performed without interfering 
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ce prohibited from the Enjoyment of one, 
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; 
ce never find a Companion compleat in 
ce 


of taking ſo indirect a Step, and the In- 


conveniences which were certain to attend 
it, Until at length a reſolute Paſſion pre- 


vailed, fo far that his Eyes were darkened, 


that he ſcarce perceived the Day from the 
Night. And during this Obſtruction of 
his Senſes; he went one Evening, after 
both Sun and Moon were gone down ;and 
joined Hands with this Babylonian. But 
| When the Sun aroſe in the Morning, and 
he was a little come to himſelf, he then- 


became ſenſible of the Raſhneſs of his Ad- 
venture ; but it was too late to recall its 


He 


immediately with the Concerns of his 
Journey, That it was very hard to be 


who (in all otherReſpects) appeared ſo 
deſirable, And that probably he might 


every Point, &c.” In ſhort, the young. 
Man perſiſted in theſe kinds of Reaſoning, 
until he had almoſt ſtupified hisSenſes. But 
ſtill, could not free himſelf from convinc- 
ing and dreadful Apprehenſions ofthe Evil 
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| He was now aware, into what Snares he 
had brought himſelf; in what Difficulties 
he wasinvalved; and what Incommodities 
muſt attend his Journey; and that now 
he had no Way left, but to make the beſt 
he could of the Matter; and to grapple 
with it, as well as it ſhould pleaſe God to 


enable him, 


So aſter ſome anxious Thoughts and bit- 
ter Reflections, he endeavoured to ſmo- 
ther his Grief as well as he could, and 
betook himſelf to his Journey; exerting 
his utmoſt Skill, and Power, to take his 


Companion along with him. But alas, 
when he attempted to lead her into the 


Way, he found ſhe had no Feet; ſhe 


could not move a Step further than he 
muſt carry her; and a heavy Burthen ſhe 


proved. Sol obſerved ſome of his Travel. 
And when he had met with Dangers, 
Diſtreſſes, or Diſapppointments, he would 


begin to expreſs his Grief, and to unbo- 


ſom his Mind to his Companion; but ſhe | 
had no Ears, no Underſtanding, nor Heart 
_ to ſympathize with him; nor was ſhe ca- 
pable of being made to know the Nature 
of his Complaints, If he was beſet with 


Robbers, 
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Robbers, wild Beaſts, Serpents, or any 


Annoyance, he would ſometimes make 


his Complaint to her ; but ſhe could nei- 
ther aſſiſt, nor comfort him. If he want- 


ed Direction in any Part of his Way; 
ſhe could not give him any Counſel. If 


he was ſick, or wounded, and wanted 


Cordials, or Oil for his Wounds, ſhe had 
no Hands to adminiſter any Relief. And 

as ſhe never was capable of yielding him 
any Succour, or Comfort in his Suffer- 


ings, neither was ſhe ever capable of 


partaking of any of his Enjoyments. It 
he met with any Gardens of Spices, or 
refreſhing Springs by the Way, he would 


offer her to eat, or drink with him ; but 


ſhe had no Taſte. If he found feet 


Flowers, he. would pluck, and give them 


to her; but ſhe had no Smell, nor could 

have any Delight in them. If he had any 
delightful Proſpects by the Way; he 
would endeavour to ſhew them to his 
Companion; but ſhe had no Eyes. If he 
met with any Fellow-Travellers by the 


Way, he would invite her to enjoy their 
Company; but ſhe was never ſociable 


with himſelf, or any other Perfon, who 
| ſpoke the Language of Canaan; for it 


* was 
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Was a Language which ſhe could not 
learn. Thus, whatever Grief befel him, 
or whatever Enjoyments he was favoured 


with in all his Journey, he never found 
any Sympathy, or Congratulation from 
her; nor was ſhe of the leaſt uſe to him 
all the Way; nor were her Affections 

| ever moved, any otherwiſe, than ſome- 
times to deſpiſe, and ſometimes to ſhe 
a Diſguſt, or Diſturbance of Mind. 


But as ſhe had no Life, Capacity, Senſe, 


nor Activity in the choſen Path; ſhe had 


ſo much the more Vivacity in Things per- 


taining to her own Element. So that 
when ſhe could draw him aſide out of 
the Way, ſhe would diſcover ſuch a 
Sprightlineſs in all her Senſes ; be ſo plea- 


ſant and diverting, and all Parts of her 


Converſation ſo engaging, that it often 
prevailed upon him to turn aſide with 


her, and proved a very great Hindrance 
to him in his Journey, For though it 


was not in his Power to find any Thing 
In his Way that would divert or influence 

her Mind; yet ſhe frequently found out 
ſomething in her own Path which did 


divert and inſenſibly draw away his Heart, 
by 
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by which he was many times entangled | 


and laden with thick Clay. 


" Another Thing I obſerved, that after 
he had begun his Journey, the King of 
Iſrael (whoſe Subject he was) ſent him 


ſome young Lambs to feed; with a ſtrict 
Charge to teach them diligently in the 
Way, and bring them up in his Nurture, 


and Admonition. But the Performance 


of this Command was rendered impracti- 


cable; for as he inſtructed them to go 


right, ſhe induced them to wander; as 
he endeavoured to gather them, ſhe ſcat- 
tered them; and as he fed them with 
wholeſome Food, ſhe would ſurfeit them 


with-poiſonous Herbs, So, which Way 
the King diſpoſed of them afterwards, I 


never knew ; but they never proſpered 


under his Care. 


Thus her Company never yielded him 
the leaſt Benefit or Aſſiſtance, through 


his whole Journey; but was an Allay to 
all his Joys, and an Aggravation to all his 
Sorrows. And it frequently cauſed him 
very much Regret of Mind, to think of 
his own unadyiſed Engagement ; and of 
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the much Neglect in Duty, Wandering, 
and loſt Time, which it had been the 


Occaſion of to him; as well as to obſerve, 
the wretched Stopefidion of her Mind, 
which was incapable of ſharing in any of 
his blefſe4Enjoyments ; or of being affect- 
ed with any of his Calamities. Inſomuch 


as it turned his pleaſant Journey, into a 
weariſome Travel, through a loneſome 


Wilderneſs. 


But at laſt . through many dull Hours, 
Fatigues, and tireſome Steps) he arrived 


near the Borders of the Land, upon the 
Bank of the River Jordan; where (in the 
' midſt of the Stream) he beheld a Man in a 
rich prieftly Veſture ſanding to ſtop the 
Torrent, till he was paſſed over; which 
 madehimapproachtheRiver, exceedingly 
tranſported with Joy. Yet (even here) he 
could not refrain from ſighing; when he 
found it wasnot poſſible for his Conipanion 


to go with him one Step further. But the 
Glory of his Prince, now in view, and the 
Joy of approaching the promiſed Land, 
ſoon revived his Spirits, and made him 
with Readineſs leave her topaſs the River. 
Hete his Burthens dropp' d off, and all his 
Clogs 
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Clogs were left behind ; he went on with 


freſh Vigour, and Chearfulneſs in his 


Countenance, as if all Things were for- 
gotten, but the Joy that was before him. 


But as he was taking ſome of his laſt Steps, 
Juſt ready to ſet his Feet on Canaarn's Shore, Z 
he looked behind him, and ſaw her ſitting 


upon the Sand; and beheld the River re- 


turning with ſuch an Overflow, as carried 
her along the rapid Stream, into the 


Dead Sea. 


As for the elder Brother (Son of the | 
Free-Woman) when he had heard the 


Inſtructions, andAdmonitions, it wrought 


ſome ſerious Reflections in his Mind; and 


made him very deliberate. Notwithſtand- 
ing he was a Perſon of a bright Genius, 
great Vivacity, and a fine Taſte, he de- 
termined to deny himſelf; ſo as when he 
ſaw the Beauty, and graceful Mien, and 


heard the courteous Converſation of the 
_ Babylomſh Maids, he would withdraw 


from them, and turn away his Eyes, leſt 


his Heart ſhould be enſnar' d. However, 


it ſometimes fell in his Way, to have Con- 
verſation with ſome who appeared very 
e and cngaging ; ; and might have 
ſome 
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ſome Influence on his Affections. Eſpeci- 

ally one, whoſe Perſon, Birth, Circum- 
ſtances, Virtues, and Accompliſhments, 
rendered her extreamly agreeable ; and 
made her appear very promiſing, to make 
a valuable Companion. Inſomuch, that 
many of his Acquaintance greatly encou- 


raged him, to purſue that Opportunity, 


and not neglect ſo valuable a Prize. This 
made him a little ſtagger; (for indeed ſhe 


wanted no Accompliſhment but the Lan- 


guage of Canaan to make her juſt ſuch an 
one, as his Heart could wiſh) and cauſed 
him toreaſon in his own Mind, with ſuch 
Interrogations and Replies, as theſe; 


9. Can J expect to find an Object more 


deſirable, or one more likely to be a happy 5 
e and a Help-meet? * 


A. She may prove fo to a Perſon who 


can be conformable to ſtay with her in 


Babylon ; but as I am bqund to another 


Country, I might find Bitterneſs in that 
which wouldappear Happineſs to another 
Perſon. 


2: But 


E } 


2, Bat have I not Reaſon to hope that 
a Perſon of her refined Qualities, may be 
indued with ſuch Bleſſings as to make 
her a ſuitable Companion for me in my 


Journey * 


A. A Perſon may be n with 
all the Refinements, Improvements, and 
Excellencies of Babylon, ſo as to appear 


ſuperior to many of the Citizens; but if 


theſe be only the Accommodations of 
their own Country, they can only make 
a gradual Difference between them and 
the moſt abject Peaſants; whereas there is 
; neceſſarily a ſpecifical Difference between 
a Babylonian and an Mraelite. ; 


©, But is it not very cenſorious to look 
upon ſuch a becoming worthy Perſon, as 
no better than a meer Babylonian ? 


A. Inaſmuch as the Difference is ſo 
great, that a Babylonian cannot become a 
Subject of the King of 1/ae/, unleſs he be 


formed anew; we cannot eſteem them 
any other, ſo long as there do not ap- 
pear the ſpecifical Features of the ſelect 


Nation; neither the Idiom of their Lan- 


Suage, 


[4] 


guage, nor the Mien of their Behaviour, 
nor yet an earneſtEnquiry after the deſired 
Land. For we are not to form our Con- 
ceptions« of them different to the Deſcrip- 


tions given * the King's 8 Scribes. | 


2. Is it not exceeding hard that I muſt 
deny myſelf an 1 Object ſo agre ccable 1 


. The King of Glory denies nothing 
that is good ; therefore if it were really 
good, it would not be denied me; he 
only denies us thoſe Things which he 
knows would be evil, and it is a real 
Kindneſs to us to be denied of them. But 
ſuppoſe, I thought it a real Good; is it 
hard that he ſhould deny me one Favour, 
| Who has given himſelf to me, with all 

Bleſſings 1 in Heaven and Earth? I 


IS What if I never find one ſo agreca- 
ble, who travels the happy Road? 


A. If I had the Object now before me | 


it muſt entirely depend on the Bleſſing of 
God, whether I ſhould have any Enjoy- 


ment or not ; and have I not more Rea- 


ſon to expect a Bleſſing in the right Way 


than 
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greeably complaiſant, and her Mind fa 
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than in the wrong ? Beſide, as no good 
Thing is withheld, nor any Thingdenied, 


but becauſe it is Evil; whatever God 1s 


pleaſed to beſtow in bis own . muſt 
be moſt agreeable. 


2 May not the valuable Qualifications 
attending this Perſon, be ſo bleſſed, as to 


be a Means to make me happy and uſe- 


ful in the Way, though ſhe walk not in. 


i herſelf ? 


A, Have I any Reaſon to expect to be 


made happy by a Perſon who 1s an utter 
Stranger to thoſe Things wherein my Hap- 
neſs conſiſts? Or can I expect to find 


Uſefulneſs in this Way, from that which 


cannot be enjoyed or obtained without 
going out of the Way? Beſide, whatever 
. Qualifications ſhe is endued with, or 


however valuable Accommodations ſhe 1s 


poſſeſſed of, it never will be her Inclina- 
tion to employ thoſe Excellencies to aſſiſt 
others in a Way which ſhe t hath 


no Delight in. 


9. But ſeeing her Diſpoſition i is fo a- 


well 


* well qualified with nature! Virtues; and 
2 decorated with ſo many acquir'd Orna- 
ments; is there any Reaſon to doubt but 


4 Taſte for learning and embracing the 
beſt Things? And may I not therefore 
expect to be an Inſtrument to engage her 


Mind to wm the bleſſed Way? 


2 All the Accompliſhments 4 a 


Perſon can poſſibly receive from Babylon, 

can never prepare, qualify, nor diſpoſe 
| | them for travelling to Canaan ; nor will 
1 it by any Means induce or incline any 
| 


1 who are not powerfully called by the 
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be engaged by any other Motive or Per- 


in the Nature of a Babylonian (without 


more ſtrongly her Mind will be cemented 


that a Perſon thus prepared will have a 
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Perſon to receive the real Knowledge or 
HT. Love of that Country. Therefore thoſe. 


| King's Commandment, and inwardly at- 
' tracted by a vital Influence, can never 


il ſuaſion whatſoever, For there is nothing 


the Inchoation of new Principles) that is 
1 capable of Attraction. But the more ex- 
= cellent her Accompliſhments are, the 


to that Climate from whence ſhe received 
them, And onthe other Hand, as I for- 
merly | 
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merly was a Babylonian, (though now 


bleſſed with new Principles) the old Tinc- 
ture ſtill remains in my Nature, which 
(like ſo much Tinder) is ready to kindle 
with every Spark of Babyloniſh Fire. 
| Wherefore the greater Excellencies ſhe is 
embelliſhed with, the greater Influence it 


will have to draw me aſide into her 


Paths, and ſo put me in perpetual Dan- 
ger. For of this J am infallibly aſſured, 
that they will draw away one's Heart. 


When he had thus reaſoned with him- 
ſelf, he made a full Pauſe; and appeared 
in a ſtrong Agitation of Mind; and a 
Paleneſs aroſe in his Face. And I heard 


him ſigh, and ſay to himſelf, © Whither 


has my Mindbeenroving” ! And trem- 


bling, he lift up his Eyes to Heaven; 


and earneſtly cryed, © OGodof all Grace, 
« deliver me from Temptation” | And 
from that Time, he never would regard 
any of the Damſels of the City. But ſaid, 
He would wait till he ſhould find a true 
Companion; and till then he would walk 
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80 he went on his Way, rejoycing tbat 


he had eſcaped the Snare; and carrying 
along with him, this Motto, The Lord 


<« is my Portion; enjoying great Satisfac- 


tion in his own Mind; ſaying to him- 
ſelf, If my King ſees it good for me to 
walk alone, I know he will bleſs that 
State unto me; but if it be for my good 
to enjoy a Companion, I know his Good- 
neſs will provide one for me, without 
my going out of the Way to find one. 


But as he was thus going on his Way, 
he obſerved a young Virgin, who was 
walking the ſame Road ; and he begun to 
deſire to be favoured with her Company; 
but thoughtitadviſeable to be very delibe- 
rate; becauſe many ſeem to walk theſame 
Road, which only go Part of the Way, 
and then turn off into ſome other Path. 
Therefore he diligently obſerved, whether 
ſhe cloſely attended to the right Way. 
So he perceived her to take ſomething out 
of her Boſom, and diligently peruſe it for 
a while, and then put it into her Boſom 
again, and purſue the ſtreight Path; 
whereupon he went up to her, and enquir- 


ed where ſhe was bound. She told him 


ſne 
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ſhe was ſetting her Face towards Zim, Tp 


He aſked her, what it was ſhe had been 
peruſing? And ſhe ſhewed him, that it 
was the Map of the Road; which ſhe 


took along with her, for her Guide. He 


then began to enquire further who ſhe 


was, and whence ſhe came; She told 


him, ſhe was by Birth a Chaldean ; by 
Education and Converſation a Babjlont> 


an; but the King of 1/rael had ſent for 


her, to go forth to ſeek a better Country. 


He alſo aſked, what Expectations, or En- 
couragement ſhe had, in taking ſuch a 


Jonrney ? ſhe told him, ſhe had the 
King' Word, to make her an Inhabitant 
In his royal Palace, when ſhe arrived at 


the upper Bethel; and to grant her ſuffici- 


ent Defence, and Suſtenance, all the Way 
thither. He aſked, if ſhe could be fully 


ſatisfied in the King's Veracity ? ſhe told | 


him the Frauds, and Jealoufies of Baby- 
lon, had made ſuch Impreſſions upon her 
Mind; that ſhe had found it very diffi- 


cult to believe him that could not lie; 
but his Majeſty had condeſcended to 
give her the ſtrongeſt Demonſtrations of 


his Fidelity; ſo that now ſhe was convin- 


ced, ſhe had no Reaſon to doubt his 
: Les, 


[8 


Goodneſs, for he had md his Pro- 


miſe with an Oath, and had given her to 
ſee, that in his own Records, it was 


ſealed with Blood ; and the Counter-Part 
he had written upon her Breaſt, and 


ſealed it in Characters of Life; and hi- 


therto, ſhe had found his Word verified 


to her, in ſtrongly defending, and abun- 
duantly ſupplying her; ſo that ſhe could 
ſet to her Seal, that he was true. Then, 
ſhe alſo aſked him divers Queſtions, relat- 


ing to his Travels, and Enjoyments ; and 

he likewiſe anſwered ber, in a free and 
ſatisfactory Manner. So that their Affec- 
tions began to grow warm towards one 


another : It wasa very comfortable Inter- 
view; and their Minds were refreſhed 
by each others Converſation, 


And they appeared fo agrecable one to 
another, that he began to think they 


might be pleaſant and profitable Compa- 

nions all the Way. But firſt, he retired 
for a while, to deliberate on the Conver- 
 fation that had paſſed already, When the 


more he thought of her Diligence, in the 


Purſuit of her Journey ; and her fixed Sa- 


tisfaction concerning the End of it; her 


Under- 
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Underſtanding i in thoſe Things laid down 
in the Map, for guiding her in the Way, 
and the Delight ſhe appeared to take in 
meditating on, and converſing about the 
Joys of the City of Habitation, &c. the 


more he was ſatisfied that ſhe was a 


Prince's Daughter travelling to the royal 
Palace. And when he had lifted up his 
Eyes to Heaven, and earneſtly beſought 
the moſt High God for Direction and a 
Bleſſing upon further Converſation, he 
came again into her Company. And after 


ſome further Diſcourſe, he aſked the Rea- 


ſon of her walking on her Journey alone? 

She told him ſhe found but few travelling 
the ſame Road ; and ſhe did not think it 

_ expedient to turn aſide or neglect her 
Way for any Company in the World. If 


ſhe mer with Company, ſuch as delighted 


in the Ways of Wiſdom, ſhe took Plea- 
ſure therein; for by ſuch Company her 
Heart was refreſhed, and ſhe thought her- 
ſelf ſtrengthened in her Journey thereby. 


But otherwiſe ſhe choſe rather to be alone, 


at Leiſure to divert herſelf in examining 
her Map; viewing the Springs by the 
Way, with the Fruit-Trees and ſweet 


enen ; hearing the Singing of Birds; 


and 
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and meditating on the Glories of her 


Prince, and the Joys ſhe ſhould have in 
his Preſence, &c, So that as Company 
was pleaſant when ſhe could enjoy it, the 


Delights in the Way ſupplied the want 
of Company when alone. And upon the 


Whole, ſhe neither was anxious to have 
Company, nor had any Averfion againſt 
it; her Defire being to enjoy that only 


which might be moſt conducive to for- 
ward her in the right Way. 


Then he propoſed, that ſince they had 


found each others Converſation comfort- 

able and uſeful, it was his Opinion, it 
might be for their mutual Advantage to 
join together, and engage to keep Com- 


pany all the Way. She told him it was 
not for Perſons of their Profeſſion to do 


any Thing raſhly; ſhe would deliberate 


on it. So ſhe retired and proſtrated her- 
ſelf before the King her Father, telling 
him the Matter, imploring Wiſdom to 


direct, declaring herſelf willing to enjoy, 
or be denied of any Thing, ſo it were 
a according to his Will, and might be for 


his 8 He told her ſhe had already 


been informed, and well knew what 


manner 


2 
* 
* 
ds 
8 
5 
7 
* 
Br 
7 
36 8 
{243 
f : 1 
5 
! = 
2 
pe 2 
Fi 
E *F 
4A 
. - 


" # 7 D 


manner of Perſons they muſt be with 
whom it would be expedient for Kings 

| Daughters to keep company; therefore if 
ſhe found the Perſon to be one of the 

| Blood-Royal, and indued with princely | 

| Qualities, ſhe was at her full Liberty, and 

f moreover by him it ſhould be eſteemed 
Honourable. So when theſe two Lovers 
met again and had deliberately conſulted 

between themſelves all ſuch Things as 
} they conceived neceſſary relating to ſuch 
aan Engagement; and had duly conſidered 
the King's Statutes thereupon; and jointly = i 
petitioned his Majeſty's Preſence with | 
them, and his Bleſſing on their Under- 
taking, they joined Hands with great Sa- © 
tisfaCtion and Serenity of Mind; rejoicing | 
to ſee themſelves preſerv'd Fai ſo many 

Snares, and thus app Joined together 

Wy a divine Hand. | 


Ichen obſerved theſe two Wird com- 
panions, purſuing their Journey: And 
here I ſaw verified an ancient Councel ; 

1 [a*Help-meet.] For they were ſincere | 
) Friends, pleaſant Companions, | faithful 
i Partners, and uſeful Aſſiſtants, to each 
J other. If they met with Difficulties by 
the Way, IT would take each other by 
E the 


twin] 


the Hand to > ſupport them. In Dangers, 
they would counſel, and ſtand by one 
another. In Sorrows, they would ſym- 
pathize, and comfort one another. If 
beſet with Enemies, one would watch 
while the other ſlept. If one were ſick, 
the other would comfort with Cordials. 
If one were indiſpoſed in Mind, the other 


would divert with ſome ſwect Song, or 
Dilcourſe concerning the pleaſant Land. 


Lt one were at a Loſs, concerning any Part 
of the Way, the other would aſſiſt, in 
ſearching and explaining the Directions. 


If one were ready to turn aſide, the other 


would caution, and admoniſh of the 


Danger. If one were employed in any 


Service, the other would be ready to aſſiſt 
therein. If one found a refreſhing Spring 
by the Way, would call the other to 
come and drink. If one found any re- 
freſhing Fruit, ſweet Spices, or delightful 


Flowers, would pluck and bring to the 


other. If one heard any joyful Tidings, 
Vould come rejoicing and tell the other. 
If one had any pleaſant Proſpects of the 

Kingdom, would endeavour to ſhew them 


to the other. If one was favoured with 


an Audience of the King, would alſo 


remember and intercede tor the other. 
And 
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And if one was bleſſed with any ſpecial 
| Fayours, the other would congratulate, 
and rejoice on the Occaſion, Sc. 


Then I arndinntivced; T m are 
better than one; and yet it was very ma- 
nifeſt, that they were no more Twain. 
For I knew not whether to call themtwo 
Souls dwelling in one Body, or one Soul 
inhabiting two Bodies; but it appear'd very 


conſpicuous that two were become one. 


Solcontinued obſerving this united Pair 
advancing in their Way; for they greatly 
contributed to help each other forward; 
many Difficulties they ſurmounted, and 
many rich Bleſſings they enjoyed as they 
travelled in the Way. At laſt they arrived 
at a pleaſant Hill in View of the Land of 
Promiſe, full of Delights, refreſhing Fruits, 
purestreams, anddeſirable Entertainments. 
Here they firſt ſat down and reſted in a 
delightful, Arbour, bleſſing God and con- 
gratulating one another in Conſideration of 
their Enjoyments. Thenthey wentandre- 
freſhed themſelves among the Fruits and 

Fountains. And aſterwards they aſcended 
toa Tower, where was a large Proſpective 


Glaſs, from whence they looked back 


upon 
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upon Babylon, and fav it all in Flames, 


and the Country turned to burning Pitch. 
Then they gave Praiſe and Glory to God, 


for their wonderful Deliverance, as well as 


farallthe Deliverancesthey had inthe Way. 


Then they took a Proſpect of the Land 


before them, and ſaw Jeruſalem the royal 


Palace, the goodly Mountain of Lebanon, 


the Cluſters of Eſpcol, and all the Rivers 
flowing with Milk ; and all the Hills 


dropping down ſweet Wine. Then 


they looked below to the Streams of 
Jordan, and beheld the great High Prieſt 


in his ſhining Robes, waiting to carry 


| them over. They alſo heard the Inhabi- 


tants on the other Side triumphing, ſing- 


ing and ſhouting for Joy. Thenthey alſo 


with Emulation lifted up their Voices in 
Songs of Praiſe, and Tranſports of Joy, to 


him that is, and that was, and that is to 


come; which raiſed my Mind to ſuch an 
Extacy, that I wont args and 1 it was 
een, 12 N jb 


But the Thing was certain — and the i 


Interpretation thereof fure, 
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